Laura  Griswold  is  one  of  the  six  children  of  Francis  and  Jane  (Loomis)  Griswold, 
namely:  Louis  (b .  01-31-1822,  d.  01-06-1832),  Alvin  (b.  04-22-1824,  d.  09-7-1849), 
Laura  (b .  07-07-1826,  d.  03-7-1924,  m.  Hiram  P.  Loomis,  who  was  born  12-09-1819  and 
who  died  08-27-1900,  on  05-20-1846),  Louisa  (b.  11-02-1828,  d.  05-08-1912,  m.  Henry 
Banning  Curtis,  who  was  born  01-01-1825  and  who  died  02-12-1907,  on  04-10-1851), 

Nathan  (b .  03-31-1832,  d.  1912,  m.  Helen  Grinnell,  who  was  born  in  1826  and  who 
died  in  1903),  Homer  (b.  03-14-1835,  d.  05-28-1974,  m.  7  ). 

3  Francis  Earl  Loomis  married,  on  02-26-1891,  Mary  E.  Paynter,  who  was  born  01-25- 
1872  and  who  died  02-26-1935.  Their  eight  children  are  as  follows:  Flora  L.  (b .  04- 
17-1892,  d.  01-06-1933,  m.  Clarence  Brown),  Herbert  C.  (b .  03-30-1894,  d.  07-06-1969, 
m.  Elizabeth  Reiner),  Nettie  E.  (b .  06-24-1895,  d.  04-01-1958,  m.  Dr.  Edgar  Graham), 
Floyd  D.  (b .  09-14-1897,  d.  05-15-1975,  m.  Helen  Hess),  Laura  A.  (b .  09-02-1899,  m. 
Walter  F.  Rude),  E.  Russell  (b.  08-15-1901,  d.  02-  7  -1969,  m. ,  first,  Miss  Snedeker, 
and  second,  Jean  Waters),  Raymond  R.  (b .  05-12-1907,  d.  11-08-1962,  m.  Cecelia  Owens), 
Nelson  E.  (b .  09-14-1911,  d.  03-24-1966,  m.  Hilda  Bates). 

4  Other  prominent  residents  of  Clinton  Township  also  decided  to  move  to  Felton,  Del¬ 
aware  at  about  this  time.  In  Alfred  Matthews'  History  of  Wayne.  Pike  and  Monroe  Coun- 
ties ,  Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia:  R.  T.  Peck  &  Co.,  1886),  p.  577,  we  find  the  fol^ 
lowing:  "The  Judge  [Virgil  Grinnell]  built  the  house  [in  Clinton  Township]  where  F. 

M.  Gaylord  now  resides,  and  moved  into  it  in  1824,  residing  there  constantly  till 
1865  or  1866,  when  he  removed,  with  his  wife,  son  Miron  and  wife,  daughter  Ann  and 
one  or  two  grandchildren,  to  Felton,  Kent  County,  Del.,  where  he  now  [1886]  resides 
at  the  age  of  eighty-seven,  surviving  his  wife,  who  died  in  1885." 

5  Two  of  Theron  0.  Loomis'  contemporaries  from  Clinton  Township  who  also  attended 
Delaware  Literary  Institute  about  the  same  time  that  Theron  0.  Loomis  did  are  William 
H.  Lee  (b.  01-01-1849)  and  William  C.  Norton  (b.  10-10-1852).  See  biographical  sketch 
of  William  H.  Lee  in  Centennial  and  Illustrated  Wayne  County  (Honesdale,  PA:  Benjamin 
F.  Haines,  Publisher,  1902),  p.  58;  see  the  biographical  sketch  of  William  C.  Norton 
in  Commemorative  Biographical  Record  of  Northeastern  Pennsylvania  (Chicago:  J.  H. 

Beers  &  Co.,  1900),  pp.  523-524. 

6  The  precise  location  of  the  building  in  which  the  first  Sunday  School  in  Wayne 
County  was  held  is  not  known  for  certain.  Three  hypotheses  as  to  the  location  of 
that  building  are  known  to  the  editors: 

A:  In  the  newspaper  article  entitled  "Centennial  Clinton  Centre  Baptist  Ch'ch" 
that  Lois  (Norton)  Curtis  wrote  and  which  was  published  in  The  Wayne  Inde¬ 
pendent  in  September  1931,  Lois  (Norton)  Curtis  states:  "The  old  barn,  (some 
of  the  remnants  still  remain) ,  in  which  the  first  meetings  [of  the  members 
of  the  Clinton  Center  Baptist  Church]  were  held  was  owned  by  Theron  0.  Loomis 
(now  by  Clarence  Singer,  grandson  of  W.  Myron  Norton)  and  the  old  school 
house  stood  on  the  line  between  the  farms  of  W.  Myron  Norton  and  F.  E.  Loomis." 
The  barn  in  question  is  the  Loomis  barn  that  was  located  directly  across  PA 
Route  296  from  the  original  Hiram  Loomis  house  in  Clinton  Twp.  (see  "A"  on  the 
map  on  p.  3).  On  February  23,  1978,  Laura  A.  (Loomis)  Rude  of  Carbondale,  PA, 
reported  to  the  editors  that  her  father,  Francis  Earl  Loomis,  and  her  paternal 
grandmother,  Laura  (Griswold)  Loomis,  said  that  the  first  Sunday  School  in 
Wayne  County  was  held  in  the  Loomis  barn  that  was  located  directly  across  PA 
Route  296  from  the  original  Hiram  Loomis  house  in  Clinton  Township.  In  an  in¬ 
terview  with  the  editors  on  August  16,  1978,  Dwight  Rude  of  Clinton  Township 
similarly  stated  that  the  first  Sunday  School  in  Wayne  County  was  held  in  the 
Loomis  barn  in  question. 

B:  In  the  February  14,  1878  issue  of  The  Wayne  Independent  (p.  3)  is  the  follow¬ 
ing  statement:  "The  oldest  Sunday  School  in  the  County  of  Wayne,  and  probably 
in  all  Northern  Pennsylvania,  is  the  one  now  in  connection  with  the  Clinton 
Baptist  Church.  It  was  organized  in  the  year  1813,  by  Uncle  Alva  Norton,  in 
a  log  cabin  near  by  where  the  residence  of  Alvin  Squires  now  stands.  .  ." 

C:  In  Alfred  Matthews '  History  of  Wayne,  Pike  and  Monroe  Counties ,  Pennsylvania 
(Philadelphia:  R.  T.  Peck  &  Co.,  1886),  pp.  589-590,  is  the  following:  "Uncle 
Alva  [w.  Norton]  always  insisted  that  he  organized  the  first  Sunday-school  in 
Clinton  in  1813.  Judge  [Virgil]  Grennell  says,  speaking  of  going  to  school, 
etc...  'in  1814  my  father — that's  Deacon  Rufus — organized  a  Sunday-school  in 
his  house...  The  one  'Uncle  Alva'  speaks  of  as  organized  by  him  in  1813  I 
have  no  knowledge  of.'  Of  course  there  are  no  official  records  to  harmonize 
dates,  etc.,  but  in  either  event  it  is  highly  creditable  to  Clinton  that  it 
had  a  Sunday  School  in  1813  or  1814..." 

7  Erastus  W.  Loomis  is  the  oldest  of  the  seven  children  of  Reuben  and  Sarah  (West- 
land)  Loomis,  namely:  Erastus  W.  (b.  04-09-1810,  d.  12-31-1893,  m.  Mehetabel  Muzzey — 
the  daughter  of  Pliny  and  Mary  (Draper)  Muzzey  from  Massachusetts,  who  moved  to  Wayne 
County  in  about  1825  and  bought  the  farm  that  was  owned  by  Hiram  Pease  Loomis  in  1886 — 
who  was  born  02-22-1819  and  who  died  10-18-1863),  Oliver  H.  (b.  02-12-1812,  d.  12-25- 
1838,  m.  Louisa  Coe),  Daniel  D.  (b.  11-27-1814,  d.  1848),  Reuben  F.  (b.  06-18-1817), 
Hiram  Pease  (b .  12-09-1819,  d.  08-27-1900,  m.  Laura  Griswold),  Marietta  (b.  01-02- 
1821,  d.  1848),  Lucretia  J.  (b.  12-05-1823,  m.  Rennselear  Stephenson).  See  biograph¬ 
ical  sketch  of  Erastus  W.  Loomis  in  Alfred  Matthews'  History  of  Wayne,  Pike  and  Monroe 
Counties ,  Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia:  R.  T.  Peck  &  Co.,  1886),  pp.  588-590. 


